
Subject: Unknown 5th Avenue 
Posted by thesnark17 on Thu, 14 Jan 2021 04:14:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Model name : unknown
Type : wristwatch
Period/date : 1932
Gender : men's

Case Maker : Gruen 5th Avenue
Case Material : 14k gold
Case Serial : 55123
Case Style no : none

Caliber : 325 21 jewel variant
Movement Maker : Gruen Guild
Movement Serial: 235033
Other: Marked 5 Adjustments

I had no idea what I was getting with this one... it has definitely surpassed expectations, even if it's
only a 20 jewel watch at the moment! Anyone got a scrap 21 jewel variant lying around, and if so,
can I buy the pallet cap jewel setting?

Did any of these 5th Avenue models have names, or were they all unique?

File Attachments
1) 325:NS 5th Ave caseback.jpg, downloaded 1697 times
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2) 325:NS 5th Ave movement.jpg, downloaded 1731 times
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3) 325:NS 5th Ave dial.jpg, downloaded 1697 times

Page 5 of 12 ---- Generated from Vintage Gruen

https://vintagegruen.org/vgforum/index.php?t=getfile&id=7616
https://vintagegruen.org/vgforum/index.php


Page 6 of 12 ---- Generated from Vintage Gruen

https://vintagegruen.org/vgforum/index.php


4) 325:NS 5th Ave back.jpg, downloaded 1690 times
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5) 325:NS 5th Ave front.jpg, downloaded 1671 times
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Subject: Re: Any hope for an ID on a 5th Avenue watch?
Posted by afire on Thu, 14 Jan 2021 18:03:22 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

thesnark17 wrote on Wed, 13 January 2021 22:14Did any of these 5th Avenue models have
names, or were they all unique?
No, they were regular production, but as with most solid gold models of this era, rare.  And this
was pretty early in the naming era.  Some 325 models had names (Longacre, Fleetwood, Carlton,
Arlington) but I would say the majority did not.  It may just be "Quadron XXX" without a name.  I
don't know if this is a hard and fast rule, but it seems to me that Gruens from the early 1930s only
got names if they were advertised, and I would suspect a low production model like this probably
wouldn't have been.

Subject: Re: Any hope for an ID on a 5th Avenue watch?
Posted by afire on Thu, 14 Jan 2021 18:08:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

thesnark17 wrote on Wed, 13 January 2021 22:14Anyone got a scrap 21 jewel variant lying
around, and if so, can I buy the pallet cap jewel setting?
Is that jewel setting only found on the 3251?  I may have one, but I definitely have one or two
325s in the parts department.

Subject: Re: Any hope for an ID on a 5th Avenue watch?
Posted by thesnark17 on Wed, 28 Jul 2021 23:57:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I have no idea whether it is unique to the 3251. Maybe I will see what I can scrounge - I have one
or two scrap 117s. But I suspect that it is unique, since none of the other Quadrons had capped
pallet forks.

Another one of these has shown up on Ebay. Identical in every way (except the inscription on the
back). So this was probably one of the more common models of 5th Avenue (since two turned up
in a year).

Subject: Re: Any hope for an ID on a 5th Avenue watch?
Posted by afire on Thu, 29 Jul 2021 15:04:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

thesnark17 wrote on Wed, 28 July 2021 18:57Another one of these has shown up on Ebay.
Identical in every way (except the inscription on the back). So this was probably one of the more
common models of 5th Avenue (since two turned up in a year).
Boy, I don't know.  These two are the only ones I've ever spotted (although up until fairly recently,
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I really wasn't looking for yellow gold watches).  This and the Longacre one other in the Master
Book (with an empty case where you can clearly see the 5th Ave marking) are the only ones I can
think of.  I believe a departed collector I knew had one of those.  They're all pretty rare.  I've had
two Longacres and seen a handful more, two of these, and one of the other.  I think the timing for
these 5th Ave. Quadrons was not ideal, pricey solid gold watches right as the Great Depression
was really taking hold.

And this jogs my memory to check for a 325/3251 in my parts drawer.  Feel free to PM me if I
forget again, which is my way.

Subject: Re: Any hope for an ID on a 5th Avenue watch?
Posted by Jenneke on Sun, 15 Jun 2025 20:43:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This might be quadron 103.
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