
Subject: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 11:45:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Good morning to all, I am new here and in the Gruen world. A friend watchmaker has this Gruen
Curvex, case 52mm x 22, a very damaged dial, and I was wondering if it is a Majesty or not. 
Majesty or not, I would like to hear your thoughts about it 
here is a few pic. 

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by Gary on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 12:52:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes a style# 292 indicates a Majesty. The dial looks to be original and whoever had it kept it that
way for collectors sake in my opinion. The case looks to be in good shape too.

Gary

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by Case on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 12:52:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hello, Raul, and welcome! You've come to the right place for Gruen, to be sure! Looking forward
to getting to know you.

This Curvex was cased in early 1938. Others are better able to ID your exact model, but I do
believe style # 292 would fit with the Majesty. Do you also have a pic of the movement? I'm
assuming it would have a sn close to 460300.

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 13:40:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Thank you, no I haven't a pic of the movement. 
I am looking for a nice Majesty but frankly this dial doesn't inspire me much, I know many were
restored and for collector's sake it's better an original dial than a restored one, but this is beyond
some age pitting that can be also pleasant. 
I know it is very difficult to find a clean dial after 80 years in watches that surely weren't well
sealed. 
Anyway, how much do you think could be a fair price for a watch in this condition? 
He asks about $2700 for it and it seems way too much to me 

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by Gary on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 14:34:54 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

$1300 at best. For $2700 I would expect a near original, serviced watch including dial. I'd also
expect a box with papers. A good example.

Shop around, take your time, do some research before you invest that much money. Don't get
caught in the adrenalin rush, been there and done that. :roll: 

 

File Attachments
1) M-case.jpg, downloaded 1493 times
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Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 14:58:30 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary, I suppose by "near original" you meant "near mint", however I have no intention to buy
this one, you can be sure, I just wanted the opinion of you experts about it and to have an idea
about the real value of these watches. By the way I would surely buy the one in your pic even for

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 15:16:31 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

So was this a Majesty too? Much better shape and price...
https:// www.ebay.com/itm/Gruen-Curvex-330-52mm-Case-Gold-Filled-17j-
Manual-Wind-Wristwatch-c-1938-RARE-/202775297353?hash=item2f
36597d49%3Ag%3Ap-MAAOSw-zVddrwA&nma=true&si=5I8br%25
2BcPzkcvwpSU2y2Cu7%252Bqsp8%253D&orig_cvip=true&nord
t=true&rt=nc&_trksid=p2047675.l2557

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by Gary on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 15:40:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

dr.raul wrote on Tue, 22 October 2019 15:16So was this a Majesty too? Much better shape and
price...

Yes a style 292 and serviced, great price too! Can't say for sure if the dial is original or refinished
but looks nice. 

We are no experts here but we've sure seen some cross our path in the last 5 years or so.

Ebay will have them show up every now an then, price is like a roller coaster. The best venue to
find one in my opinion is the NAWCC Regional/Conventions. The next one of interest is in June,
Dayton OH. This is Gruen country and with this many tables, there is good certainty that someone
will know  of someone or have one to sell. I'll be there and sure others will be there too for their
Gruen searches.

Gary

File Attachments
1) Dayton Tables.pdf, downloaded 237 times
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Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by afire on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 15:57:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Nice price on that eBay one.  

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Tue, 22 Oct 2019 16:30:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thank you Gary, the problem with the convention is that I am in Italy not in USA...

GaryM wrote on Tue, 22 October 2019 15:40dr.raul wrote on Tue, 22 October 2019 15:16So was
this a Majesty too? Much better shape and price...

Yes a style 292 and serviced, great price too! Can't say for sure if the dial is original or refinished
but looks nice. 

We are no experts here but we've sure seen some cross our path in the last 5 years or so.

Ebay will have them show up every now an then, price is like a roller coaster. The best venue to
find one in my opinion is the NAWCC Regional/Conventions. The next one of interest is in June,
Dayton OH. This is Gruen country and with this many tables, there is good certainty that someone
will know  of someone or have one to sell. I'll be there and sure others will be there too for their
Gruen searches.

Gary

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Sat, 02 Nov 2019 10:06:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

An update: for some kind of impulse I decided to write to the seller of the closed ebay auction that
I posted above if he could ask on my behalf to the buyer if he was willing to sell the watch for a
bigger sum.
After a few day I got a message from the seller saying that he got the watch back because the
buyer wanted it for a gift that didn't end well and that if I wanted it I could make him my offer. I was
very puzzled and doubtful that this watch was in his possession again just when I asked about it,
so I wrote him back saying that I needed some proof that he actually had the watch. So I asked to
send me two pics, one with the hands pointing at 7:25 and one of the internal of caseback, and if
everything was right I could offer $1,000 for it. In a few minutes he sent the two pics requested
and accepted the offer, so we closed the deal with a buy-it-now auction and yesterday the watch
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arrived, it is still not in my hands because I had it shipped to a friend in USA that will bring it to me
when will come back to Italy in about a month but the point is that I got it, and I think also for a
good price all things considered.
Just thinking it was a nice story to share, strange coincidences can happen

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by Case on Sat, 02 Nov 2019 16:17:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Congrats!!

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 15:57:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Finally arrived! Here is some pics, to me it seems in very good conditions for a watch over 80
years old and the dial looks original too, on the back it has a nice inscription june 1938:

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by JackW on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 16:10:49 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Beautiful!

Can you include a movement photo and one on the case back inside?

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 16:20:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

unfortunately I haven't the tool to open the back so I cannot take a picture of the movement, but
on next days I will have it reviewed by my friend watchmaker and I can take a pic of the
movement, here is a pic of the case back inside that was sent to me by the seller:
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Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by JackW on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 16:28:35 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks!

The G0 case serial number and the 1938 date on the back are what interests me.

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by dr.raul on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 16:30:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I suppose these are consistent with an authentic 1938 majesty, correct?

Subject: Re: Is this a 1938 Curvex Majesty?
Posted by JackW on Wed, 04 Dec 2019 16:55:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

dr.raul wrote on Wed, 04 December 2019 16:30I suppose these are consistent with an authentic
1938 majesty, correct?
to me, yes.
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