
Subject: Techni-Quadron
Posted by weblore on Sun, 12 Mar 2017 03:13:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Model name :Techni-Quadron
Type :Quadron
Period/date :1920's
Gender :Gents

Case Maker :Unknown
Case Material :
Case Serial :
Case Style no :

Caliber :877
Movement Maker :Jean Aegler
Movement Serial:

Bracelet :

Other info :

Hi,
I was very happy to find this group.
I need help to identity my Grandfather's watch.If anyone would know the model and what it could
be made from.
I don't have an antique watch repair shop near me and I am not comfortable taking the back off
myself.I have searched best I can and have not found one exactly like it.
I have owned it for 40 years and to the best of my knowledge it is in original condition.
Any info on it much appreciated.
Thanks.
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Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by JackW on Sun, 12 Mar 2017 17:49:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi,

That is a very nice watch; it is very collectible, reasonably valuable (price wise) and a quality
piece.

There isn't a name to it but it is what was part of the Techniquadron line that Gruen was selling
through the mid/late 1920s and into the 1930s. Inside should be the Gruen caliber (movement)
#877.
Here is a link to a discussion at another forum on a similar watch with the same caliber movement
- http://vintagewatchforums.com/viewtopic.php?p=33224

It is possible that your watch is either the Quadron 73 or 75 depending on the case being gold
filled or karat gold. The lack of any apparent wear spots on your watch makes me wonder if it is
karat gold.

With you noting that you are in Atlanta, I'm sure that there is a reputable watch maker that can
handle any work the watch may need.

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Barney Green on Sun, 12 Mar 2017 18:12:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I fully agree witch Jack. This ist one of the Techni-Quadrons with Crown-Guard which was
available around 1930. Very nice and collectible watch!

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Timeticker on Sun, 12 Mar 2017 20:11:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

That watch is really beautiful indeed!

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Timeticker on Sun, 12 Mar 2017 20:17:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Weblore,

   I am in no way as experienced in watch repair, or service as Jack or Barney is, but I am
competent in my abilities, and am learning Gruen watches quite well.  My Point?  Try and find
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someone who knows these watches inside and out, and for the record, I do not, so I am not
setting myself up for work.  However, often people will say they can work on these watches, and
can really botch these up.  I know this all too well.  This is such a beautiful piece, and needs the
skilled hands of someone who works on these watches.  When you do find a repairman, check
their credentials and reputation.

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by weblore on Mon, 13 Mar 2017 05:41:55 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks to each of you for the information.
I am in the boonies of Atlanta burbs but there was a gentleman years ago that had a repair shop
in a little red caboose.Antique Watch Company is the name.
My Mom had used him for servicing my Dad's watch about 20 years ago.
He has since moved to Franklin, NC.
I emailed him today to get a referral for anyone he might know here to clean and value the watch
for me.
I could send the watch to him in Franklin if need be.
It has sat in a drawer for a very long time and I know it needs cleaning.
It ran when I last had it out years ago but I read recently if a watch has been sitting a long time,
not to wind it up as it could damage it due to lack of oil inside.
Not sure if this is correct but I'm hesitant to wind it.

Much appreciation for the info. I could not find much of anything on this exact watch out there.
Similar watches but not the info you all gave me.

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Barney Green on Mon, 13 Mar 2017 08:02:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Anne,

which additional information are you missing? I think we can add some more information if you
specify what you want to know.
Here comes a very early ad of your watch, the first I own dates September 1st, 1929. This should
be about the introduction date of this watch, the last ad I have is from February 1936. Quite a long
availability of this model compared to others.

Best regards
Bernd
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1) Marshfield_News_Herald_Thu__Sep_5__1929_.jpg, downloaded
1920 times
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Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Timeticker on Tue, 14 Mar 2017 22:17:00 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Weblore,

  Yes, you are correct!  Running a watch that has sat for a long time, and has not been serviced,
will certainly mess some things up.  There is a guy in North Carolina I know that could work on
that watch for you.  Let me know if you're interested, and I'll send you his contact information.

Kindest Regards,
Tomas

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by weblore on Sun, 19 Mar 2017 20:04:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks for everyone's input and the copy of the fantastic ad.
I did find someone here in Roswell, Ga that can service it.
He just opened the back yesterday to identify that it is 14k gold filled.
He also had an appraiser there that gave me a value for insurance purposes. I was surprised they
are more valuable than I would have thought.
I made the decision to try to sell it. It has sat in a drawer in my home for many years and now that
I find it has a decent value, I would be less inclined to wear it as I am so hard of just regular cheap
watches.
Someone will take great pleasure in wearing it and it won't be resigned back to the drawer again.
It should be worn.
I think I'll let the buyer choose their own watch person and not do anything to it on my own.
It has stopped a couple of times but this watch has sadly not been serviced in the 30 some years
I've had it.
Thanks again for all the good advice and time in doing so.

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by Timeticker on Mon, 20 Mar 2017 00:12:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

At least let us know when and where you're selling it.  It would be interesting to know its value

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by timeliz on Mon, 20 Mar 2017 13:33:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm fairly certain this is the watch...now up on ebay: 192133621629
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Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by weblore on Tue, 21 Mar 2017 18:24:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes. It's on eBay. I took it to an antique watch repairman Saturday.
He gave me an insurance value of 1800-2200. I didn't say I was selling it for fear he would
overinflate the appraisal and then try to low ball offer to buy it.
Seemed a good guy and he opened the back but I didn't think to get photos of the inside of the
case.
I'm hoping to take it and get it opened tomorrow.
Thanks for everyone's input.
I'm sad to part with it but knowing an approximate value now, I would be even more hesitant to
wear it and it needs worn, taken care of and enjoyed. Not sit in a drawer.

Subject: Re: Please help identify this Gruen
Posted by mikey on Sun, 26 Mar 2017 22:15:49 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Having just completed 25 yrs in the insurance claims industry, I've found that every insurance
appraisal is inflated. I've yet to see one that is an accurate reflection of the actual value of a
jewellery item. They are a 'feel good' piece of paper as the appraiser wants you to feel good about
the job he just did for you. 
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