Subject: Re: Caliber 89 (Extra Precision) — 8.75" 18J, All Adjustments
Posted by Case on Tue, 14 Sep 2021 13:21:23 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Mention of Caliber 89 elsewhere cued up some info | gleaned on Agassiz:

-In addition to their US distribution, their production (and Touchon's) appears to have been
largely/exclusively controlled by Wittnauer from 1895 until the 1920s. See attached quote from
1913 tariff & 1925 article quote from Miss Wittnauer.

-Agassiz serial number 255733 was stolen in 1917, so their serial number range is not a fit. But
Cary now has good benchmarks for dating his: between 1910 deposit & 1913 tariff changes.
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“IT WAS a great responsibility,” Miss Witt-
nauer’s thoughts were with that first hard
decision. “You see, the business was worth
well over a million dollars. There was the
famous Longines factory in Saint Imier for
which we were American agents and importers.
We were handling the Majestic and the Aude-
mars Piguet, too. There were the Agassiz
and Touchon factories which made our own
watches. There were our offices in Geneva,
Montreal, Chicago, and New York. Looking
back, I don’t see how I had the courage to step
into the presidency.”
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TESTIMONY OF EMILE J. WITTNAUER, REPRESENTING A. WITT-
NAUER CO., 30 WEST THIRTY-SIXTH STREET, NEW YORK.

Mr. Emile J. Wittnauer was duly sworn by the chairman.

Mr. WittvavEeR. I have been in the Swiss watch business 25 years.
I represent several Swiss watch factories. My firm has made Swiss
watches for the last 50 vears. We make the Longines, Agassiz, and
Touchon. We believe in protection, but we do not believe in pro-
hibition. The present duty on watches is slightly high. ll“hﬂ
specific duties are very confusing. The customhouse people make
mistakes all the time. They overcharge for goods and then send
back rebates afterwards. So we think it is highly confusing. I
believe that an ad valorem duty is more advantageous for the ganeral
business. It used to be very suceessful before the MceKinley bill,
The duty on gold cases is rather high, at 40 per cent ad valorem. It
costs in this country to make gold cases from $2 to 85, I do not
think it is exactly fair to charge so much on gold, as most of the gold
comes from the United States and is sent to Switzerland to be manu-
factured.
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